








BRISTOL BAY ANNUAL MANAGEMENT REPORT 
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INTRODUCTION 

Bristol Bay inshore run of red salmon in 1970 was 39,400,000 (Table 1). 
The commercial harvest of 20,721,000 ranked eighth in the 78 year history 
of the Bristol Bay commercial fishery. Red salmon catches over 20,000,000 
have been made 11 times since the commercial fishery began in 1893. Since 
1938, only the 1965 catch of 24,255,000 exceeded the 1970 hal"Vesi:. 

The Department's pre-season inshore forecast of 55,812,000 ezceeded 
the actual run by approximately 16,412,000 (Table 2). The forecast err'or, 
in numbers of fish, is attributed largely to the Kvichak River rUl'. The 
forecast for this river was 43,732,000 or 78% of the "[ota.l Bristol Boy 
forecast. The actual run to the Kvichak River was 30,518,000 or 13,214,000 
below forecast. Forecast error, percentage wise, was g:~eatest in the 
Egegik district where the forecast of 4,050,000 was 7 1+% higher than the 
2,323,000 actual run. Forecast levels were generally nigher than actual 
runs in all river systems, however, inshore runs "[0 the Snake, Nuyakuk and 
Togiak Rivers exceeded forecast levels (Tables 1 G 2). 

Escapements were considered adequate in all river sysTems. The Toc:al 
Bristol Bay red salmon escapement was 18,679,000 (Table 1). Escapement 
goals and management ranges based on the 55,812,000 forecast are listed in 
Table 2. 

The pre-season forecast tl"iggeCC'ed. extensive planning by aLL organiz­
ations associated wi-th the commercial fishery in Bristol Bay. The PloOj eoted 
catch of 32,298,000 red salmon if ~ealized, would have been the largest 
catch in the history of the Bristol Bay's commercial fishery and would have 
exceeded all previous high catches by approximately 10,000,000 fish. The 
prima~y goal of the pre-se2.son planning group WCi.S to pr'ovid.e an Ol"G.,,;~ly 

and maximum allowable harvest of the 1970 red sa.lmon run. 

Department and canning industry representatives met several times to 
discuss plane foY processing t:'lis run. In additi.on, the Governor of Al&::"ka 
appointed an Ad Hoc Research C:::.'Tnmittee to seek soluticms to tr12 anticipac:ec. 
problems associac:ed Hith processing c. nm of this magnitude. Consid,,,ration 
was given to the p0ssibili~y of inviting ~oreign processors to participate 
in the harvest. As planning prGt;re3'O,ed the canni~lg industry TCads camillit­
ments to opel'ate at ma;.:imum capacity in the Bay with an equivalent 0": 35 
one-p~und l:"nes in cpe~lation and P~'o\T=-de Tende~ ser"'i,tice to tr'c.Dspo::·t 
approx'::'r~·lc.-:':el=~l 3,500,000 red salmon fX10ITl Bristol F,ay t:: ot(le~(! proce~,:;2_-~~~g 

sites i'l A].3.ska. IT! addition, the Board of Fish anc Game aocp·ted SC,-Eo~2.2 

regulatory p~opos21s ~hich, in general, relaxed r~strictiorlS concernln2 fj.sl1­

irLg a_l'-'~G-::' ,gE::3.l' c~"'~~ l-·egis·t::'a-:.~i-::)il, \\:it~ thf: l:l-cen:: of fa.cilitotiTlg ~LI.E', 2-97(\ 
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